WHITE HOUSE FARM Equestrian

EAGLE MOOR   LINCOLN

UNAFFILIATED EVENTER TRIALS

Sunday 17th February 2008

Scheduling an outdoor event for the middle of February in good old England is always going to be a lottery but despite the frost, the day dawned with brilliant sunshine and we decided to go ahead.  We did however delay the start for half an hour or so to allow the frost to clear from the surface.  Luckily this brave decision proved to be a good one and all classes went ahead.

We allowed the first few competitors to warm up in the school and got going with Carrie Woolgar and Timmy performing the British Eventing Intro test no 101 in the training section.  They set a good standard and finished 4th.  This section proved to be a very closely fought contest with equal winners – Kylie Greaves with Loyalist and Rebecca Jones with Brenter Star.  In 3rd place – just one point behind the winners – was Fran Simmons with Cleo.  This proved to be a very costly point as there was a side bet on between Fran and Rebecca that whoever got the lower mark would buy the tickets for an outing the next weekend! 

The training section is designed to give nervous riders or baby horses a chance to perform a test using any tack and equipment (eg martingale or a stronger bit).  They do not have to perform the canter movements if they choose not to, continuing these in trot.  There is no mark therefore for the transition, just for the movement.  From April we will be using the new British Dressage Introductory Test A, which is a specially designed walk and trot test.

The Open Intro section was headed by Lyn Sander with Anne Staley’s Dazzling Gold taking the top spot on 70%.  Our 2006 Bodica Dressage Trophy winner, Rebecca Howson with Alfie Moon, finished in 2nd place with Andrea Ellis and Eden a close 3rd.

In the Restricted Intro section the youngest competitor of the day, Georgie Frow aged just 10 years with Hugo, took the 1st rosette by a good margin on 64.74%.  Unable to split 2nd place, this went jointly to the 2nd youngest competitor, Fern Pickard aged 11 with Irish Rebel and Lorna Walker with Farmer both on 61.58%.

The Pre-Novice 110 was a very big class and the Restricted section saw a clean sweep for Charlotte Castle with George, Ginger and Tom in 1st, 2nd and 3rd places respectively!  The Open section also saw the highest percentage of the day from Heather Owen with Smartie Pants on a brilliant 75%.  The next three competitors all ended on 71.5%, but Alex Postolowsky and Friday just took 2nd place by a whisker with collectives of 29.  Equal 3rd place went to Clare Webber with Glynn and Anne Rennie with Another All That Jazz both with 28 collectives.

The Novice 120 saw another crediable set of marks with top spot this time going to Helen Brown and Cuban Fire by just one mark on 67.14% from Lucinda Henson and Ballydoogan in 2nd and Lorna Willcocks with Hugo in 3rd – again split only by the collectives.  The Restricted Novice section went to Bridget Maltby-Smith and Chunky Monkey from Jane Scott and Lottie in 2nd.

The final dressage section of the day was the Intermediate 130, again with some brilliant performances from Lucinda Henson and her former Burghley Young Event Horse winner, Early Rising taking top honours on 68.1% with Lorna Willcocks and Hugo 2nd and Charlotte Castle with Cash in 3rd.

Meanwhile the Show Jumping classes were also well under way, the Triers 75cm being taken by a split second by Brodie Marriott and Molly from Guy Mander with The Artful Dodger in 2nd and eventer Lorna Walker with Farmer in 3rd.

The Intro 85cm class saw a win for Lorna Walker with her second ride of the day, coloured eventer Macky Moo, just pipping Fern Pickard and Irish Rebel into 2nd place and Lyn Sander with Dazzling Gold into 3rd.  

A home win in the Pre-Novice 95cm class was on the cards for organiser Elaine Lovell’s homebred intermediate eventer, Spirit of Osiris, piloted by Alex Postolowsky.  “Ozzz” proved, despite his 16.3hh, he could also perform some very nifty turns to win by almost six seconds from Anne Rennie with Another All That Jazz in 2nd and Clare Webber with Glynn in 3rd.

Having also delayed the start of the show jumping due to the frost, the final two classes of the day took place with the sun setting and there were faults from several competitors, though they were spread fairly evenly around the course therefore there was no particular “bogey” fence.  Last draw in the Novice 1.05m class went to Rebecca Crosby-Starling and her mother’s Mystic Napoliana who only had to jump clear to win the class.  This she skillfully did and after a quick adjustment of the course, Suzy Ottewell and Skippy took the final 1.15m Intermediate class in the same polished fashion.

Throughout the afternoon, the cross country course had been opened as a “take your own line” training and fun round where the course was marked for direction, but competitors could choose which obstacles they wished to take following a course walk.  

With this, the first of three scheduled Eventer Trial days for the early season, it allows competitors an ideal opportunity to get out in the fresh air, blow away the winter cobwebs and build on their confidence before the start of the season proper.

Thanks as always goes to officials and helpers as well as competitors for making these days so enjoyable for everyone.  We hope to be able to start the next show on time without the frost and look forward to seeing you all again soon and wish everyone a happy and successful 2008!

DRESSAGE

British Eventing Intro 101 – Restricted Section A (Judge - Fran Simmons) - 1, Hugo (Georgie Frow); 2=, Irish Rebel (Fern Pickard); 2=, Farmer (Lorna Walker).  Open Section B (Judge - Michelle Codd) - 1, Dazzling Gold (Lyn Sander); 2, Alfie Moon (Rebecca Howson); 3, Eden (Andrea Ellis).  Training Section C (Judge - Michelle Codd) – 1=, Brenter Star (Rebecca Jones); 1=, Loyalist (Kylie Greaves); 3, Cleo (Fran Simmons).

British Eventing Pre-Novice 110 – (Judge - Sue Way) – Restricted Section A - 1, George (Charlotte Castle); 2, Ginger (Charlotte Castle); 3, Tom (Charlotte Castle).  Open Section B - 1, Smartie Pants (Heather Owen); 2, Friday (Alex Postolowsky); 3=, Glynn (Clare Webber); 3= Another All That Jazz (Anne Rennie).

British Eventing Novice 120 – (Judge - Michelle Codd) – Restricted Section A - 1, Chunky Monkey (Bridget Maltby-Smith); 2, Lottie (Jane Scott).  Open Section B - 1, Cuban Fire (Helen Brown); 2, Ballydoogan (Lucinda Henson); 3 Hugo (Lorna Willcocks).

British Eventing Intermediate 130 (Judge - Michelle Codd) – 1, Early Rising (Lucinda Henson); 2, Hugo (Lorna Willcocks); 3, Cash (Charlotte Castle). 

SHOW JUMPING

Triers max 75cm – 1, Molly (Brodie Marriott); 2, The Artful Dodger (Guy Mander); 3, Farmer (Lorna Walker). 

Intro max 85cm – 1, Macky Moo (Lorna Walker); 2, Irish Rebel (Fern Pickard); 3, Dazzling Gold (Lyn Sander). 

Pre-Novice max 95cm – 1, Ozzz (Alex Postolowsky); 2, Another All That Jazz (Anne Rennie); 3, Glynn (Clare Webber). 

Novice max 1.05m – 1, Mystic Napoliana (Rebecca Crosbie-Starling) with the only double clear round. 

Intermediate max 1.15m – 1, Skippy (Suzy Ottewell) with the only double clear round. 

